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The 



present invention relates to a wra.^per in the form of ^^a^ '^y'^'} 
band, preferably of paper, cardboard, or the like, which is folded 
around a teabag^ or the like and the ends of which are oonneotetd^tp^ip-^. 
each other and in which the teabag or the like is secured .to ox^^'M^^- 
end of a holding strip which may be severed .roia the longitudinatl ,v : uJ.-,. 
center of the wrapper band and ie provided v.ith a hoiidlo pQ^Lotk--f^:^£:^ 
at the other end. , 

There is already a known wrapper band :cr a teabg of the ^abbv 
mentioned type which is provided with a conx;inuou6 central^ lpngi:i^^^<^^ 
tudinal strip which may be severed from tne wrapper and is connected 
at one end to the teabag by means of a staple, v/nile its others eM)?^^-'- " 
is enlarged, to fora a tab or lapel which may also serve as ;a handle, v^tf 
When the teabag is to be used, the strip is co^ipletely sev^red^'^oia"^' 
the wrapper band.aiad used to suspend ^the teabag in a teapotf^Tciip^ 
or the like, while the remainder of the v/rapcer band is thrownv-away. . 

_The; principal .objects. .of tne present invention^vare.^-to providj>.:^^v> % 
a wrapper band for a teabag cr the like which may be produced -at a 
minimum of v^/aste in material, which because of its .particular- shap^ ' 

wrapper^ba^d .CQuld .be used but also , in various other .maimers, ■and^^-: 
which for, such use permits almost the entire siaterial of .which the- 
wrapper ^ba^d .is made., to be employed More specifically, .it-Kis':,'p^e:: 
of the objects of the invention to prevent the strip to which tke"^ ' '^ 
teabag is connected from dropping into a teapoi;, tea cup or tea 
glass, and without requiring any additional material for this .pur- 
pose beyond that which was previously required for producing a wrap- 
per band. 

For attaining the above-mentioned objects, the invention pro- 
vides a wrapper band of the general type as mentioned in the begin- 
ning which is designed so that its two ends extend beyond the length 
of the holding strip for the teabag and wherein the end of this strij 
to Which the teabag is secured is severed from the wrapper band. 
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The holding strip with the teabag thereon is therefore not severed 
completely x'roui the wrapper band, but the wrapper band forms a 
support to wiiich.tne teabag is connected by means of the holding 
strip and v.aich may be placed over the opening of a teapot, tea 
cup or tea glass. In tais connection it is a feature of the inven- 
tion tnat from the point at which it is connected to the wrapper 
band the holding strip first extends substantially within its ori- 
ginal plane, that is, tae plane of the wrapper band, so that the 
holding strip is prevented from tearing at its point of connection 

10 to the wrapper band. 

In order to permit the v/rapper band to be folded easily around 
the teabag this band is preferably provided with a pair of trans- * 
verse impressed grooves which are located near the end of the hold- 
ing strip~which^is connected to the wrapper band' and near the^'slbt 
in the wrapper band where the other end of the holding strip is 
severed from the wrapper band. These transverse'grooves also faci- 
litate the employment of the wrapper band for attaining a further- * 
object, namely, to serve as a drip catcher on the spout of 'a tea-''^ ' 
pot. Tiae''TOapper'band is for this purpose slipped over the '^spput'^"" 

20 of the 'teapot by the use of an opening which is formed in the.wrap-^ 
per band by cutouts or by tearing the enlarged end of the holding 
strip out'of the wrapper band. This is done in such a manner that 
the slot which is formed in the 'wrapper band when the holding s'trip 
is bent out of the plane of the band extends in the direction toward 
the opening of the teapot through which the holding strip with' the 
teabag connected thereto is inserted into the pot. The extension 
of the holding strip into the teapot opening does not interfere 
with the closing of the pot by its lid and there is also no danger 
that by fitting the lid on the pot the holding Btrip might be dam- 

30 aged. The wrapper band may in this manner b attached near one end 
to the spout of the teapot, while its other end rests on the edge 
of the opening of the teapot or on th lid. 
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For insuring' ohat the wrapuer oasid v.iii i;i^T.tly engage with 
the lower side of the spout so that no drop of liquid can run past 
the wrapper band when the tea is poured it is advisable to provide 
the wrapper band with additional grooves or the like which will be 
subsequently described in t5reater detail. 

The two ends of the wrapper band which extend beyond the length 
of vhe holding strip are provided with closure oieans which include 
one or two tongues which are produced by slots in the material of 
the wrapper band. The sides ol' at least one tongue are preferably 
wedge-shaped so that by a self -looking action zhe closure is pre- 
vented from opening accidentally. 

The wrapper band according to the invention is designed so 
tnat it may also be secured to the handle of a glass' or cup. If 
it is desirable that it may be connected to handles of particular 
saapes, the wrapper band may also be provided with one or more addi- 
tional grooves in the area adjacent to that waich is to be connected 
to the handle. ;^ 

The length of the wrapper band depends upon the size of the 
teabag. Sine© the holding strip does not extend along the entire 
length of the wrapper band, it may be made relatively short so that, 
when tne teabag tnereon is suspended in a teapot while the wrapper 
band is placed transversely over the opening of the pot or over the 
spout and the edge of the pot opening or the lid, the teabag will 
not lie on the bottom of the pot but will hang in the pot which in- 
sures a better extraction of its contents. Furthermore, the ends 
of the wrapper band which extend beyond the length of the holding 
strip may be employed for instructions or advertisements which may, 
for example, be printed thereon. 

The features and advantages of the present invention will be- 
come more clearly apparent from the following detailed description 
thereof which is to be read with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings, in which - - 
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Fi^'ure 1 shows a development of a wrapper band according to 
one eaabodiment of the invention; 

Figure 1b shows a modification of the embodiment according to 
Figure 1 ; 

Figure 2 shows a development of a wrapper band according to a 
modification of the invention; 

Fi^jUres 2b and 2c show parts of a wrapper band according to 
two modifications of the wrapper according to Figure 2; 

Figures 3 and 4 show an elevation and a side view of a wrapper 
10 band according to Figure 1 with a teabag secured there-cc; 

Fiiiures 5 and 6 show a side view and an elevation of a teabag 
enclosed in a wrapper band according to Figures 3 and 4; 

Figure 7 shows an elevation of a teabag enclosed in a wrapper 
band according to Figure. 2b; 

Figures 8 and 9 show an elevation and a side view of a wrapper 
band according to a modification of the wrapper band as shown in 
Figures 3 and 4, and also with a teabag secured thereto; 

Figure 10 shows a perspective illustration of the means for 
closing a wrapper band on a teabag according to Figures 8 and .9; 
20 Figure 11 shows an elevation of a teabag with a wrapper band 

according to Figures 8 and 9 thereon aixd with closure means similar 
to those as illustrated in Figure 7» but fitted together in a differ- 
ent manner; 

Figures 12 and 13 show a side view and a front view of a teapot 
with a wrapper band carrying a teabag attached to the spout of the 
pot and serving as a drip catcher; 

Figure 14 shows a perspective view of a teacup with a wrapper 
band locked to the handle of the cup and a teabag suspended on the 
wrapper band in the cup; while 
30 Figure 15 shows a perspective vi w of a tea glass with a wrapper 

band locked to the handl of the glass and a teabag suspended on the 
wrapper bajad in th glass. 
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As illustrated in /igures 1 , 3, ^, 5, and 6 the wrapper band 
accordins to the invention consists of a reccangular band 1 of a 
tough paper or thin cardboard of a length sufficient to perLiit it 
to be layed around a teabag 2 and its ends to be connected to each 
other. The width of band 1 depends upon certain factors which will 
be subsequently described. 

V.rapper band 1 is provided with a narrow central strip ^ for 
aoldin^^ a teabag 2 which is formed by a pair of parallel longitudi- 
nal slits 3 and 3' in band 1 intermediate and spaced from its ends 
10. and w.iich is inxje^rally connected at one end p to band 1 v/hile its 
o-cher end 6 is severed from band 1 by a transverse third slit 3" 
so that strip ^ may be loosened from the wrci^^per band. The two^ 
ends 7 and 8 of band 1 outside of strip 4 serve as handles, as ^ 
supports of closure means and, if desired, also as surfaces on 
waich, for example, advertisements or operating instructions may 
be printed. 

As illustrated in Figures 3 and 4, the free^ end of strip 4 
is connected to a teabag 2, preferably by means of a wi re staple^ 9. 
Since the width between the two arms of this staple 9 is usually 

20 greater than the width of strip 4, a pair of apertures 10 are cut 
out of band' V at both sides of strip 4 and parallel thereto. 
Parallel to the longitudinal edges of strip 4 these apertures 10 ar 
defined' by a' first and second parallel straight line, each of which 
is equally spaced at such a distance froo; the first or second 
longitudinal slit 3, 3* that the distance between these two straigt 
lines is greater tnan the length of the staple 9. Transversely 
to these first and second parallel lines, apertures 10 are defined 
by a third straight line which is in alignment with the third slit 
3" and by a straight line which extends peirallel to and is spaced 

30 from this third straight line. The apertures which are thus formec 
in the wrapped band therefore permit the staple 9 "to be clipped 
to teabag 2 and ov r the free end of strip 4 in a manner so that 
no pfioc^ts of band 1 except strip 4 will b in ngagement with 
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staple 9. The small parts which are cut out when the apertures 10 
are formed constitute the only waste of material which occurs in 
the production of the final wrapper band. All other parts of the 
original band of which the wrapper is made are utilized for the 
purposes which are to be achieved by the final wrapper band. 

Instead of cutting out these parts forming the apertures 10 
entirely, it is, however, also possible merely to indent or per- 
forate taese parts along the lines facing the band 1 so that they 
may later be severed therefrom along these lines. Strip 4 is then 
10 provided with a wider free end through which the staple 5 is clipped. * 
For connecting the ends 7 and 8 of band 1, one of these ends 
is provided with a transverse slit 11 and the other end with a 
tongue 12 which is formed by an arcuate slit. After wrapper band 
1 is layed around the teabag 2, this tongue 12 may be inserted from 
the inside toward the outside through the transverse slit 11, as 
illustrated in Figures 5 and 6, so' that the tip of tongue 12 points 
toward the stapled end of strip 4. . 

In order to permit the wrapper band to be more easily folded 
around the teabag,^ the band may be provided with a pair of trans- 
20 verse grooves 16 and 1? which are impressed near the end 5 "of strip " 
4 which is connected to the body of band 1 and near the free end 6 
of strip 4. 

Instead of connecting the teabag 2 to the holding strip 4 in^ 
the manner as shown in Figures 3 and 4, the teabag may also be con- 
nected to the strip by extending from its free end in the direction 
opposite to that as shown in Figures 8, 9, and 11. In this case, 
the free end 6 of strip 4 will only be folded directly over the 
head of the teabag and will not be folded twice as shown in Figure 
4. Thus, there will be one web of paper of the strip 4 less at the 
30 point of its connection to the head of th t abag. This type of 
connection of th teabag 2 also has th advantage that, when the 
teabag is suspended on the strip 4 into a t apot or tea cup it will 
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st^ay therein in a substantially horizontal position. In this oas 
tongue 15 may be omitted in the end 8 of band 1 and the other end ' 
7 of band 1 which then has to be longer is not provided with a 
transverse slit 11 but with a curved slit to form a tongue 13 
which, when the end 7 is folded over the teabag 2 and placed under 
the other end 8 of the wrapper band, as shown in Figure 11, can then 
be i:acL;ed from the inside tirirouiih the openin^-- waich is formed by * 
tae apertures 10 and be hooked over the edge of this opening. 

Another manner of designing the wrapper band is illustrated 
10 in Ei^-ures 2a and 7 and consists in i.rovidini;^- each end 7 and 8 

taereof with a tongue 14 and 15, respectively, which extend in the' 
same direction so that when the band is folded around the teabag 
2, one of these tongues may be inserted through the other tongue.' 
It is advisable in all cases to cut at least the tongue which is 
to be passed through the other so as to have a wedgelike, shape. It 
may then be dravm tightly through the other tongue or slot' and be 
locked thereon and the wrapper band 1. will then fit tightly around- 
the teabag 2. .' >■ 



20 



30 



As snpwTi iji Figures 12 and 13, the wrapper band 1 ..may be used 
for the purpose of suspending the teabag 2 on the holding strip 4 
in a teapot 18 in such a manner that the holding strip 4 and the 
teabag 2 thereon will be prevented from slipping to the bottom of 
the pot. a?he wrapper band 1 as shown in Figures 12 and 13 is one' 
according to the embodiment of the invention as illustrated in Fig- 
ures 2 a and 7. The other embodiments may be employed in the same 
manner and are therefore also provided with grooves, the purpose 
of which will be subsequently described. 

Tne wrapper band 1 may be secured to the teapot 18 in a manner 
so that it may also serve as a drip catcher on the spout 19 of the 
pot. For this purpose, the wrapper band 1 is slipp d with the open- 
ing which is formed by the apertures 10 ov r th spout 19 of the 
teapot 18, while the opposite nd of the band is placed on the edge 
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or the iid of the teapot. In order to insure that the wrapper 
band will closely engage with the spout 19, especially on the lower 
side thereof, the lateral parts 20 of the wrapper band at both- 
sides of the longitudinal slits 3 and 3'i as shown, for example, 
in Figures 1 and 2a, are provided near the end 5 of the holding 
strip 4 with a pair of grooves 21 or the like which are impressed 
into the Liaterial of band 1 and start from the outer edges there- 
of and converge toward the end 5 of the holding- strip 4 which is 
connected to the wrapper band. These grooves 21 permit the parts 
10 20 to be bent at an angle relative to each otner and relative to 
the upper part 7 of the wrapper band. At the free end 6 of strip 
4, v;rapper band 1 is further provided with a transverse groove 22 
and a pair of grooves 23 which start from the lower corners of 
apertures 10 and diverge toward the outer longitudinal edges of 
the end portion 8 of the' wrapper bandr Sue to the grooves 21, 22, 
and 23, the lateral parts 20 of wrapper bisuod 1 will easily bend 
apart when the latter is fitted^ over the' spout 19 of a teapot 18, 
' ' ^ ' • as s hown' parfcicularly " In" Pigiire'^1 3 , and' ' the ' wrapper band i will 
then engage firmly with the lower side of the spout 19 and will 
20 thus 'catch any drop of liquid which might^ run down from the 'tip of 
the spout. 

If the wrapper band Ib to be used for suspending a teabag in 
a cup 24 or a tea glass 29 and should be Ifastened to the handle 25 
or 30 thereof, as shown in Figures 14 and 15, band 1 is preferably 
designed so that the tongues 14- and 15 extend in such a direction . 
that the tip of the tongue 15 on the end of the band where the 
holding strip 4 is severed from the band points toward the outer 
edge 8*, as shown particularly in ■''igures 2b and 2c which differ ' 
from each other merely by the shape of tongue 15 . 
30 The slot in the wrapper band 1 which is formed by banding the 

holding strip 4 away from it may then b slipped over th handle 
25 or 30 of the cup or glass, and the end 8 of th band with the 
slit 26 therein may be bent outwardly and be lock d to the handle 
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2b or 30, This may be done by applyin^i" the tongue 15 from below 

again.vt the handle 25 or 30 and by bending the arms 2? and 28 of 
the end 8 of the wrapper band adjacent to tont^ue 15 which are sep- 
arated by the slit 26 upwardly ajid over the handle in the manner 
as illustrated in Figures 14 and 15. 

If the 'wrapper band 1 is of the design as shown in Figures 2b 
or 2c, and tne teabag 2 is secured to it in tne uianner as shown in 
Figures B and ^, the band ma^ be folded around the teabag and the 
end 7 of lae band be placed on the other end 8. The two ends of 
x;he wrajjper baaid may tuen be coiJiected by inserting the tongue 1%^ 
into the slit wnich is formed by the tongue Vb^ as indicated in 
Figure 10, oo that the parts 2? and 23 of the end 8 of the band . 
will taen be visible in the aperture which is formed by tongue 14, 

In certain cases it may be advisable also to provide a wrapper 
band according to the embodiment shown in Figure 1 with a slit 
26' similar to the slit 26 (Figures" 2b 'and 2o) which^ae ' shown in" 

Figure IbV then' extends from 25 aloia^ 'the longi- 

tn-^d hx)i^< 'ro c-ss^ ^ vaM^ pl^:^it : 

tudinai center of the wrapper band to the aperture 10. This slit 

26» may, toi?" examp^^^^ the' event that "^the ' jioddlo of a 

cup or glass is longer than the slot which is formedwhen the hold- 

ing strip 4 is bein^ cut out. 

What I claim let 
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1, A wrapper band adapted to be folded around an infusion 
ba^ for tea, coffee, or the like and its end portions adapted to 
be connected to each other, said bag having a bag-holding strip 
with a handle portion thereon and connected at one end to said bag 
and adapted to be severed from tne longitudinal center of said band, 
Ciiaracterized by the fact that the two end portions of said band 
having closure meazis thereon extend beyond the length of said strip, 
and taat said strip is severed from said band at the end which is 
connected to said bag and is connected to said band at its other end, 

^. A wrapper band as defined in claim 1, characterized by the 
fact that at both sides of the end of said strip which is connected 
to said bag said band is provided with narrow parts extending paral- 
lel to said strip and adapted to be easily torn from said band, for 
example, by being perforated. 

3. A wrapper band as defined in claim 2, charac-cerized by the 
fact that said parts adhere to said strip. 

4. A v/rapper band as defined in claim 2, characterized by 
the fact that said parts are cut out of said band. 

5. A wrapper band as defined in claim 1, characterized bv 

the fact that said band is provided with a pair of transverse grooves, 
one of said grooves being located near the end of said strip con- 
nected to said band and the other groove being located near the 
other end of said strip. 

6. A wrapper band as defined in claim 5, characterized by the 
fact that near the end of said strip connected to said band the 
xateral parts of said band adjacent to the slot formed by cutting 
out said strip are provided with a pair of grooves extending from 
the lateral edges of said band and converging- toward said connected 
end of said strip, that said band is further provided with a trans^ 
verse groove adjacent to the free end of said strip, and that at 
the end of the slot formed by cutting out said strip where said 
strip is severed from said band, said band is provid d with a pair 
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Of fe-rooves extending from tae edges of said slot and diverging 
toward the longitudinal edges of the adjacent end portion of said 
band. 

7, A wrapper band as defined in claim 1, characterized by 
the fact that the closure means are formed by a tongue cut' out of 
the end portion of said band v;hich is severed from said strip and 
b/ an aperture in the other end portion of said band, said tongue 
adapted to be inserted into said aperture. 

8. A v;rapper band as defined in claim 7f characterized by the 
fact that the tip of said ton^jue is directed towau?d the free end 

of said strip and that the aperture in zhe other end portion of 
said band is formed by a transverse slit. 

A v/rapper band as defined in claim 8, characterized by the 
fact that the band is provided with a slit extending within the 
lon;^itudinal center of the band from the tip of the cutout formed 
by said tongue and up to the adjacent coutout formed by said strip. 

10. A wrapper band as defined in claim 7, characterized by 
the fact that the tip of said tongue is directed toward the adja- 
cent outer end of said band, and that the aperture in the other 
end portion of said band is formed by a tongue extending in the 
same direction as the first tongue. 

11. A wrapper band as defined in claim 10, characterized by 
the fact that the band is provided with a slit extending within 
the longitudinal center of the band from the tip of said tongue 
up to the adjacent end of said band. 
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